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2020 Decennial Census Survey
Every 10 years, the federal government is 
legally required to count every person 
living in the country, regardless of citizenship 
status, as part of the U.S. Census.

The census is used to decide how to spend 
$1.5 trillion in federal funding for 
important services such as healthcare, schools 
and libraries, public transportation, welfare 
benefits, and much more. 









Race and Ethnicity: A brief History

Collected race data since 1790
Collected Hispanic or Latino since 1970
The Census Bureau collects race and ethnicity data
according to OMB Standards
OMB defines race and ethnicity as two separate 
concepts
Self-identification











What can census data tell 
us about Asian Americans 

and Pacific Islanders?



Asian Americans
The ancestry question is 
asked for every person, 
regardless of age, place of 
birth, Hispanic origin, or 
race. 
Asian Americans are 
represented as a population 
who has origins in any of the 
original peoples of the Far 
East, Southeast Asia, or the 
Indian subcontinent.



Southeast Asians

The Census Bureau uses 
geographic location to define 
Southeast Asians and includes 
the following subgroups: 
Burmese, Cambodian, Filipino, 
Hmong, Indonesian, Laotian, 
Malaysian and Thai. Other groups 
may also be considered Southeast 
Asians. 

Source: http://www.seasite.niu.edu/lao/seastatprofilemay04.pdf

According to the Southeast Asia 
Action Research Center, 

Southeast Asians are persons 
from Cambodia, Laos, and 

Vietnam. 



South Asians

South Asians include the following 
subgroups: 
Asian Indian, Bangladeshi, Bhutanese, 
Nepalese, Pakistani, and Sri Lankan. 
Other groups may also be considered 
South Asians. 

For a history of South Asian population census classifications, please refer to:
http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/history/faculty/henryyu/APACHP/teacher/research/koshy.htm



U.S. Census Bureau Detailed Asian Categories



Native Hawaiians

Native Hawaiians are the indigenous 
Polynesian people of the Hawaiian 
Islands or their descendants. 



Other Pacific Islanders

Pacific Islanders are the original 
peoples of any of the Polynesian, 
Micronesian, or Melanesian 
islands of Oceania. It includes 
people who indicate their race as 
“Guamanian or Chamorro,” 
“Samoan,” and “Other Pacific 
Islander.”



U.S. Census Bureau Detailed Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander Categories

A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. It includes 
people who indicate their race as Native Hawaiian, Guamanian or Chamorro, Samoan, and Other Pacific Islander 
or provide other detailed Pacific Islander responses.

• Native Hawaiian-Includes people who indicate their race as Native Hawaiian or report entries such as Part 
Hawaiian or Hawaiian.

• Samoan-Includes people who indicate their race as Samoan or report entries such as American Samoan or 
Western Samoan.

• Tongan-Includes people who provide a response such as Tongan or Tonga.
• Other Polynesian-Includes people who provide a response of another Polynesian group, such as Tahitian, 

Tokelauan, or wrote in a generic term such as Polynesian.
• Guamanian or Chamorro Includes people who indicate their race as Guamanian or Chamorro or report entries 

such as Chamorro or Guam.
• Marshallese-Includes people who provide a response such as Marshallese or Marshall Islands.
• Other Micronesian-Includes people who provide a response of another Micronesian group, such as Carolinian, 

Chuukese, I-Kiribati, Kosraean, Mariana Islander, Palauan, Pohnpeian, Saipanese, Yapese, or wrote in a generic 
term such as Micronesian.

• Fijian-Includes people who provide a response such as Fijian or Fiji.
• Other Melanesian-Includes people who provide a response of another Melanesian group, such as Guinean, 

Hebrides Islander, Solomon Islander, or wrote in a generic term such as Melanesian.
• Other Pacific Islander, not specified-Includes respondents who checked the Other Pacific Islander response 

category on the census questionnaire and did not write in a specific group or wrote in a generic term such as 
Pacific Islander.



Census Data Resources







Access recorded webinars at: 
https://www.census.gov/data/a
cademy/webinars/2022/back-
to-data-basics-series.html



https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/decade/2020/planning-
management/release/about-2020-data-products.html



https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-samplings/2022/04/2020-census-detailed-race-ethnic-tribal-data.html



2020 & 2019 Census Data 
Trends 







A third of Japanese Americans are 
multiracial (non-Hispanic), by far the 
highest share among the six largest Asian 
origin groups. 

Filipinos are the next most likely to 
indicate their race is Asian and at least one 
other race, with 19% doing so. 

Nearly one-in-seven Koreans (15%) say 
they are multiracial, as do 8% of Chinese. 

Out of the six largest origin groups, 
Vietnamese (5%) and Indians (4%) are the 
least likely to indicate their race is Asian 
and at least one other race.





Immigrants make up a higher share of 
some Asian origin groups than others. 
Among all Asians in the U.S., 

Nearly six-in-ten (57%) were foreign born in 
2019, significantly higher than the 
immigrant share among Americans overall 
(14%) and other racial and ethnic groups 
that same year. 

78% of Burmese in the U.S. are foreign 
born, and many of them arrived as refugees 
starting in 2007. 



The overall Asian population had a 
median age of 34, including 19 for 
U.S.-born Asians and 45 for those 
born outside the U.S.

Hmong, Burmese and Nepalese 
Americans are the youngest Asian 
origin groups in the U.S., with a 
median age of 30 or younger. 

Among U.S.-born Burmese and 
Nepalese, the median age was even 
younger – just 6 and 5, respectively.

Thai and Japanese Americans are the 
oldest with a median age of 41. 

U.S.-born Japanese were the oldest by 
far among all Asians with a median 
age of 36. Thai Americans have a 
median age of 25.





Importance of Data Collection





https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/california/story/2022-04-
10/experts-asian-population-overcount-masks-community-nuances

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-
america/asian-americans-overcounted-last-census-
experts-say-fact-misleading-rcna26509



https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-advancing-racial-equity-and-
support-for-underserved-communities-through-the-federal-government/



Download report at:
https://aapidata.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AANHPI-DataEquityReport-May-2022.pdf



https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/california-governor-signs-bill-disaggregate-
asian-american-health-data-n655361

 California Gov. Jerry Brown signed a bill 
into law in September 2016 that will 
require the state Department of Public 
Health to break down demographic data 
it collects by ethnicity or ancestry for 
Native Hawaiian, Asian, and Pacific 
Islander groups.

 New York State Law S.6639-A/A.6896-A, 
signed by Governor Kathy Hochul in 
December 2021
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